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A concentration of energies

A branch of the National Institute of Nuclear Sciences
and Techniques (INSTN) 
The INSTN offers both long-term teaching programmes with State-appro-
ved degrees and shorter training sessions focused on certifications and the
development of specific capacities.

Multiple French and international scientific
collaboration 
• With universities and establishments of higher learning: joint research,

facilities and equipment offered, a welcome bureau for trainees and PHD
students 

• In different European and international research programmes.

850 temporary scientific collaborators on an average each year at

the CEA Cadarache Research Centre 

Since its inception, Capenergies has expanded
considerably and now covers the entire Provence-
Riviera region, Corsica, Monaco and the islands of
La Réunion and Guadeloupe 
Created in November 2005 at the request of the CEA and the EDF and
approved by the government as a focal point of attraction in the Solidarity
for Economic Development and Innovation in March 2007, Capenergies’
prime objective is to master energy consumption and to define non-
Greenhouse effect energies. To achieve this mission, Capenergies promotes
all types of renewable energy (wind, solar, hydraulic, biomass, geothermal
and marine energies) as well as nuclear energy.

Capenergies, a point of competitiveness with more than 300 firms,

research laboratories and training centers to aid in the development

of tomorrow’s energy mix.

Partners working on the site of Cadarache 
• The AREVA Group has 3 establishments operating on the Centre:

- AREVA NC handles waste resulting from the fabrication of MOX fuels
(mixed uranium and plutonium oxides) 

- AREVA TA is in charge of the technical and operational use of facilities
devoted to naval nuclear propulsion 

- AREVA NP Intercontrôle carries out non-destructive tests on compo-
nents taken from nuclear plants.

Approximately 700 employees present on the site 

• The Institute of Nuclear Safety and Radiopro-
tection (IRSN)

The IRSN is the expert for the French Public Authorities
in the fields of radioprotection and nuclear safety 

Approximately 300 employees present on the site 
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CEA Cadarache      13108 Saint-Paul-lèz-Durance 
http://www-cad.cea.fr      +33 (0)4 42 25 70 00 

2005 
Constitutive Assembly of ‘Capenergies’ 
Specialisation in non-Greenhouse effect energies 

2007 
Launching of the Jules Horowitz Reactor
construction site 
Behaviour of nuclear fuels and materials;
production ofradioelements for medicine.

1972 
The first plant culture chambers 
Automatic plant cultures developed in an artificial
atmosphere 

1988 
Start-up of TORE SUPRA 
Tokamak with supraconducting magnets 

2005 
Cadarache is chosen to be the site of the ITER fusion
reactor by all the partners concerned 

1959 
Creation of the Cadarache Research Centre 

1963 
Commissioning of the Pégase reactor 
Validation of French natural uranium nuclear
fuels 

1967 
Commissioning of the Rapsodie reactor 
The first French fast reactor 

For more information:
www.capenergies.fr

Do
cu

m
en

t p
rin

te
d 

by
 a

n 
 

co
m

pa
ny

 o
n 

pa
pe

r b
le

ac
he

d 
w

ith
ou

t c
hl

or
in

e,
 re

su
lti

ng
 fr

om
 d

ur
ab

ly
 m

an
ag

ed
 fo

re
st

s 
an

d 
pr

od
uc

ed
 b

y 
ce

rti
fie

d 
fa

ct
or

ie
s 

PE
FC

 (n
°

FC
BA

/0
8-

00
88

92
) -

 s
um

m
er

 2
00

8 
 

w
w

w
.a

pp
ro

ch
e.

ne
t 

•  
Ph

ot
o 

Cr
ed

its
: C

EA
 - 

AR
EV

A 
- C

N
RS

 P
ho

to
th

èq
ue

 - 
ED

F 
M

éd
ia

th
èq

ue
 (G

. H
al

ar
y)

 - 
 X

…
 

CeaCadarEngChem0608.qxd  9/07/08  17:22  Page 1



Route des Piles

Ro
ut

e 
 d

e 
la

 V
er

re
rie

Ro
ut

e 
 D

ép
ar

te
m

en
ta

le
  D

 5
52

PHEBUS

RAPSODIE

MASURCA

TECHNOLOGICAL 
TESTS HALL VULCANO

CABRI
IRSN

IRSN

IRSN

EOLE
MINERVE

RJH

LEFCA

CASCAD

AREVA NC

PEGASE

RESTAURANT 2

CEDRA
Labo UO2

SPR

STAR

LECA

IRSN

AGATE

ROTONDE
MAGENTA

CHICADE

RESTAURANT 1MEDICAL BUILDING DIRECTION

VEGETAL
BIOLOGY 
RESEARCH 
FACILITIES 

INTERCONTROLE
AREVA NP

AREVA TA

TORE-SUPRA

RES

ITER

PUMPING
STATION  

EDF LAKE

STUDENTS’
RESIDENCE

MAIN
ENTRANCE

BIOCARB

SOLAR
PLATFORM

INSTNCASTLE OF
CADARACHE

To 
VINON

To
AIX-EN-PROVENCE

A 
51 Rocade Sud

The fundamental principles 
of safety are observed 
in each nuclear facility 

CITE
GRANDE
BASTIDE

TECHNOLOGICAL 
TESTS HALL

To GINASSERVIS

0 500 m

N

Cadarache is one of the most important technological
research and development centres for energy in Europe

Toulon

Marseille

Nice

Cannes

Avignon
Digne

Gap

Menton

AntibesAix-en-Provence

Grasse

Draguignan

Fréjus

La Ciotat

Martigues

Hyères

Briançon

Arles

Orange

Cadarache

Its activities, distributed throughout

various research platforms, focus on

nuclear fission, nuclear fusion, new

energy technologies (hydrogen, solar,

biomass) and fundamental research

in the field of vegetal biology.

Acting as backup to the centre, there

is also a whole range of services

organised to ensure safety on the

site, the management of nuclear

waste and both environmental

and health monitoring.

Cadarache is one of the nine

research centres of the French Atomic

Energy Commission (CEA).

Half of the basic nuclear facilities

existing within the CEA infrastructure

are located on the Cadarache site.

The site (ITER excluded) 

- 1600 ha 
with 900 enclosed 

- 480 buildings 
19 of which are 
Basic Nuclear Facilities 

Nearly 5500 employees 
(ITER excluded) 

- 2150 CEA 

- 1000 The AREVA Group and the IRSN Institute 

- 850 temporary collaborators including
scientific PHD students, both French and
foreign; apprentices and trainees 

- 1500 subcontractors. Their number varies
according to the scale of the projects currently
underway. 
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